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As springtime returns to our corner of the
earth, we are reminded of the beauty of new
beginnings. Our faith in God lifts our spirits,
and many Americans step back from the con-
cerns of daily life to reflect on the power of
our religious traditions and on the values they
teach us. During this time of renewal, let us

all thank God for the countless wonders of cre-
ation and rededicate ourselves to the common
ideals that have made ours a land of infinite
blessings.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes to
all for a joyous Easter celebration.

BILL CLINTON

Statement on Signing the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations and
Rescissions for the Department of Defense to Preserve and Enhance
Military Readiness Act of 1995
April 10, 1995

Today I have signed into law H.R. 889, an
Act ‘‘Making emergency supplemental appro-
priations and rescissions to preserve and en-
hance the military readiness of the Department
of Defense for the fiscal year ending September
30, 1995, and for other purposes.’’

I commend the Congress for its action on
my request to replenish the Department of De-
fense for funds used to perform contingency
operations in the Persian Gulf, Somalia, Rwan-
da, Haiti, and elsewhere. These funds are re-
quired to ensure that our forces are provided
the resources they need to continue their superb
performance.

I also commend the Congress for recognizing
that to maintain peace in today’s world, we must
continue our investments in a number of key
nonmilitary programs. I commend the Congress
for making certain that the United States is able
to fulfill its promise to the Russians that is
linked to their removal of troops from the Bal-
tics. The Nunn-Lugar program was also spared
from reductions that would seriously impair its
effectiveness. In addition to enabling continued
progress in dismantling the weapons of mass
destruction in the former Soviet Union, the
Nunn-Lugar program helps ensure that per-
sonnel in the strategic rocket forces of the
former Soviet Union do not become a source
of instability.

Although funding for debt forgiveness linked
to the historic peace agreement between Jordan
and Israel was removed from this bill, it remains
urgent that the Congress pass debt relief for
Jordan as part of legislation that can be signed
into law. This agreement has improved prospects

for overall peace in the region markedly, and
I urge the Congress to support this American
promise.

Regrettably, rescissions will reduce some of
my Administration’s technology priorities, which
serve as a foundation for America’s future com-
petitiveness and national security. Nevertheless,
reductions in this Act are less than those in
earlier versions of the bill. The Technology Re-
investment Project (TRP), Advanced Technology
Program (ATP), and National Information Infra-
structure grants program will remain vital com-
ponents of my Administration’s technology-re-
lated initiatives.

Despite my Administration’s objections, the
Act contains a provision that will rescind $1.5
million for listing threatened and endangered
species and determining critical habitats needed
for the recovery of such species, while imposing
a moratorium until the end of this fiscal year
on the remaining funds. As a result, these provi-
sions will impair the Administration’s ability to
proceed on its recently announced package of
reform principles and consequently, our ability
to respond to the needs and concerns of private
landowners.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

April 10, 1995.

NOTE: H.R. 889, approved April 10, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–6.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Haiti
April 10, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Attached, pursuant to section 3 of Public Law

103–423, is the sixth monthly report on the situ-
ation in Haiti.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto of
Pakistan
April 11, 1995

The President. Please be seated. Good after-
noon. It’s a great pleasure for me to welcome
Prime Minister Bhutto to the White House. I’m
especially pleased to host her today because of
the tremendous hospitality that the Prime Min-
ister and the Pakistani people showed to the
First Lady and to Chelsea on their recent trip.

I’ve heard a great deal about the visit, about
the people they met, their warm welcome at
the Prime Minister’s home, about the dinner
the Prime Minister gave in their honor. The
food was marvelous, they said, but it was the
thousands of tiny oil lamps that lit the paths
outside the Red Fort in Lahore that really gave
the evening its magical air. I regret that here
at the White House I can only match that with
the magic of the bright television lights. [Laugh-
ter]

Today’s meeting reaffirms the longstanding
friendship between Pakistan and the United
States. It goes back to Pakistan’s independence.
At the time, Pakistan was an experiment in
blending the ideals of a young democracy with
the traditions of Islam. In the words of Paki-
stan’s first President, Mohammed Ali Jinnah,
‘‘Islam and its idealism have taught us democ-
racy. It has taught us the equality of man, jus-
tice, the fair play to everybody. We are the
inheritors of the glorious traditions and are fully
alive to our responsibilities and obligations.’’
Today, Pakistan is pursuing these goals of com-
bining the practice of Islam with the realities
of democratic ideals, moderation, and tolerance.

At our meetings today, the Prime Minister
and I focused on security issues that affect Paki-
stan, its neighbor India, and the entire South
Asian region. The United States recognizes and
respects Pakistan’s security concerns. Our close
relationships with Pakistan are matched with
growing ties with India. Both countries are
friends of the United States, and contrary to
some views, I believe it is possible for the
United States to maintain close relations with
both countries.

I told the Prime Minister that if asked, we
will do what we can to help these two important
nations work together to resolve the dispute in
Kashmir and other issues that separate them.
We will also continue to urge both Pakistan
and India to cap and reduce and finally elimi-
nate their nuclear and missile capabilities. As
Secretary Perry stressed during his visit to Paki-
stan earlier this year, we believe that such weap-
ons are a source of instability rather than a
means to greater security. I plan to work with
Congress to find ways to prevent the spread
of nuclear weapons and to preserve the aims
of the Pressler amendment, while building a
stronger relationship with a secure, more pros-
perous Pakistan. Our two nations’ defense con-
sultative group will meet later this spring.

In our talks the Prime Minister and I also
discussed issues of global concern, including
peacekeeping and the fight against terrorism and
narcotics trafficking. I want to thank Prime Min-
ister Bhutto and the Pakistani officers and sol-
diers who have worked so closely with us in
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